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Point three 
The Magazine of Toc H 


Toc H is a movement of people who 
seek to build friendships, and offer 
service, across the barriers that usually 
divide us from one another. The basic 
unit is a group - at best a good cross- 
section of the local neighbourhood - 
which meets together regularly, and 


seeks to serve the community around it. 


Toc H was founded in 1915 by the Revd 
P B ‘Tubby’ Clayton, and since then has 
been providing opportunities for people 
to test the Christian way by practical 
experiment. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 


1. To welcome all in friendship and 
lessen by habit of thought. word 
and deed the prejudices which 
separate people. 

2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views 
of others. 

4. To acknowledge the spiritual 
nature of man and to test the 
Christian way by trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas 
about Toc H and about the world, as 
well as a record of Toc H service. Its 
title derives from the third of these 
Four Points. Letters, articles and news 
items are welcomed and should be 
addressed to The Editor, Point three, 
at the address below. 


Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily 
those of the Toc H movement. 


Point three is available from Toc H 
Headquarters. Price: 30p per copy or 
£3.60 per annum. Any contribution 
towards the high cost of postage will 
be gratefully accepted. 


Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 0296 623911. 

Fax: 0296 696137. 

Editor: Ruth Boyd 


Cover: Remembrance 


Photo: Ruth Boyd 


ies == Point three is printed on wood-tree 
7- p elemental chlorine-free (ECF) paper 


A registered charity No. 211042 
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Hicon ae 
Toc H at the Coalface 


ometimes talk about being at the coalface or, rather, 
about the need to be at the coalface. By this term we mean that we 
should be at the cutting edge of risk-taking, being where the need Is. 
greatest and also where the risk is greatest. People talk with nostalgia 
about the days when Toc H as a Movement was tackling difficult 


issues. 


In Toc H we s 


Surely, it is more accurate to say that it is individuals who have taken 
members of this Movement to the coalface. The Movement as such 
has never gone there as one body. Toc H isa collection of individual 
people and some of them have been tremendously Inspiring role 
models. They have been the pioneers. The history of Toc H is about a 
collection of individuals, some of whom were prepared to take great 


risks. 


Toc H is at its best when it succeeds in creating the safe atmosphere 
that can encourage people to take greater risks. It also seems to be 
able to create a climate in which individuals are given a greater sense 
of self-worth, feeling appraised and valued, so that they realise that 
they can stretch much further than they had previously thought. You 
need to believe that you can achieve something before you can take 
risks. 


| am aware of how much my personal involvement with Toc H has 
affected my own attitude towards other people. It has removed a lot of 
fear, even embarrassment, and | can look back over this year to some 
incidents that at one time | would have found quite frightening. 


One was at a CAMEO at Port Penrhyn, which involved helping to 
diffuse a potentially violent situation. There was a conflict between risk- 
taking and common sense, and common sense finally prevailed. But 
my experience in this was one of certainty, which was quite 
exhilarating. | had been asked to visit for a 24-hour period as part of 
my work, but there was no question of feeling detached. | felt just as 
much responsibility for the success or failure, for the feelings of the 
participants, as did the leaders of the CAMEO. 


Then there was a project where my children made a strong 
relationship with a prisoner from Deerbolt Young Offenders Institute. | 
was asked by a volunteer why | had allowed my children to spend time 
unsupervised with this young man. | was rather surprised by the 
question, but it engaged my full interest. There hadn't been the 
smallest concern on my part, so | examined my motherly feelings. The 
answer was quite simple. | said that we have to practise what we 
preach and that, as a member of staff, | did not deserve to be involved 
in Toc H unless | practised what we believe in as a Movement. 


Involvement with Toc H is not something that you can do for certain 
hours of the day. As a member of staff you cannot switch off ‘being 
Toc H’, when you go home. As a member of the Movement you cannot 
practise Toc H just when you go to a branch meeting, attend a project, 
a CAMEO or a friendship circle. It is something that affects the whole 
of you all the time and there is no use fighting it! 


Ruth Boyd 


_ 


his is exactly what the newly launched ‘Toc H 
Community Initiative’ is all about - making new 
‘friends’ for Toc H. As | write, a specially 
designed letter and explanatory leaflet is winging its 

way to some 80,000 homes across the United 
Kingdom. 


The purpose of this initiative, our first major external 
activity with Brann Marketing, is twofold. First, to carry 
up-to-date information about Toc H and its work to a 
new audience; and second, to invite recipients to make 
a regular financial commitment to Toc H by becoming 
‘Toc H Partners’ or, alternatively, to make a straight 
donation. 


As the title of this appeal suggests, the overall theme is 
about the community and our Movement's contribution 
to community life through our members. The letter and 
accompanying leaflet focus on the many positive 
actions that members and staff are developing, through 
Toc H Methods, to stimulate and support community 
action across the land. 


The ‘Toc H Community Initiative’ is not an emotive 
appeal, nor is it wishy-washy. It is a powerful statement 
about how the Movement, in partnership with others, is 
putting its values into practice. 


lt all started a year or so ago when we made the 
decision to appoint a specialist agency to help us 
create a greater public awareness of Toc H and to 
develop a network of ‘Friends’, who would express their 
sympathy with our aims by giving financial support. 
Brann Direct Marketing were appointed on an initial 12 
month contract and, as early as January 1994, we 
began the process that has led up to the launch of our 
‘Toc H Community Initiative’. 


t all seemed so simple to begin with. From 

Toc H's point of view, what we wanted was to 

make more people aware of Toc H and its work 
in the I990's and in so doing create a sustainable 
source of income that would take us through into the 
new millenium. However, before reaching the point of 
action, there were many processes to be gone 
through. First and foremost was learning. Brann 
Marketing needed to learn more about Toc H and, by 
the same token, we needed to learn much more about 
the whole mechanics of developing external appeal 
activities. We have come a long way over the months 
but still the learning goes on. Throughout, the Public 
Relations and Appeals Group (PRAG) played a vital 
role in facilitating, monitoring, vetting and, finally, in 
deciding the focus and thrust of the campaign. 
The process itself was relatively straightforward. 
Having briefed Brann Marketing, they went away to do 
their research and, in June of this year, presented the 


ith A little Help from our Friends Ta 


A AN e TERE E PPr 


bones of their concept. No text at this stage, just 
outlines and very basic thinking. Lots of discussion 
followed, suggestions and counter suggestions were 
made. 


While the team from Brann Marketing went away to do 
further work, we were busily involved in how we were 
going to handle the responses, making sure that we 
had the appropriate human and technical resources 
established to do the job. 


More meetings and discussions! By now the concept 
has become more defined and we are able to give our 
attention to the detail. Just choosing appropriate 
photographs to match the statements that are being 
made and vice versa is quite a task; the subtle altering 
of a word here or a word there to get the exact 
nuances right. It is painstaking and time consuming 
work, but finally we are all agreed. 


One might believe that that is the end of the story, but 
far from it. There are still many stages to go through, 
checking and counter checking and making sure that 
we are conforming to the legal requirements as they 
affect charitable appeals, for in every respect accuracy 
is essential. 


t the same time, Brann Marketing are 

recommending to us a selection of mailing ‘lists’ 

that they feel represent the sort of people wha 
will warm to Toc H. Not surprisingly, the lists that we 
choose are biased towards people with declared 
Christian interests. 
So it was that we finally arrived at the point | indicated 
at the start of this article, as our ‘Toc H Community 
Initiative’ communication drops onto the doormats of 
80,000 homes. 


So what of the result? Well, we just have to wait and 
see, but hopefully about 2.5% of those mailed, possibly 
a little more, will respond positively. This will be the 
first important step in creating a network of partners 
who believe that Toc H members can, and do, make a 
real and positive difference to community life. 


It is not the end of the story. We will, of course, 
continue to communicate regularly with those whom 
we recruit this time around and, if we do our job right, 
many of them may become more actively involved in 
the Movement. At the same time, we will learn much 
from those who do respond as to wha we should 
approach in the future and how we should approach 
them. 


This is, therefore, a beginning and, ‘with a little help 
from our friends’, we will be able to continue on our 
journey into the future. 


Mike Lyddiard - Director W 
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‘Ma nora hamakom ha‘zeh  - 


These words from the Torah burst 


into my head with a ferocity that 
was both overwhelming and 
unexpecied. They are the famous 
words spoken by Jacob after his 
vision of the ladder - ‘How full of 
awe is this place!’ (Genesis 
28:17) - and they are the words 
that you will find written above the 
Holy Ark of the Torah in many 
Synagogues. 


| was standing in the chapel at the 


top of Talbot House when those 
words hit me like a thunderbolt! 


here in that loft | could feel 
what a holy place | was in, 


it mattered nothing whether 


it was Christian, or anything else, 
because the intensity of its 


holiness simply drowned any such 


superficial things as religious 
differences. 


| was with my wife, Rabbi Helen 
Freeman, and Alan and Elizabeth 
Johnson, to arrange a CAMEO at 
Talbot House in 1995 for 
Christians and Jews - British and 
German - to study, to pray and to 
look into themselves at this whole 
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[nc le. 
question of what is it in us that 
we human beings always seek to 
fight, kill and brutalise each 
other. In that place of war and 
peace it is our intention to try and 
heal some of the most bitter 
pains which have divided us and 
continue so to do. 


| could feel the presence, hear 
the voices of those long-gone 
soldiers in prayer. What powerful 
prayers had been offered in that 
room - and so many devotions 
that the very floor boards and 
ceiling cling lovingly to their 
echoes. Those sacred echoes 
bear witness to the total evil of 
war and to a darkness which has 
been present in the human sou! 
since first Man was created. It is 
that very darkness which Alan 
and | seek to confront at our 
1995 CAMEO. 


lan and | have often led 

Christian Jewish 

conferences together at 
Cuddesdon House, Oxford. Our 
strong mutual trust and the 
quality of our friendship has 
enabled us to help Christians 
and Jews confront some of the 


Helen and David Freeman (far right) 


very serious problems, usually 
unmentionable in polite company, 
which exist between us. 


The hebrew word ‘nora’ is usually 
translated into English as 
awesome, or full of awe, and yet 
none of these words really translate 
it fully. What Jacob said when he 
realised what had happened to him 
that day was that the place was 
terrifying and wonderful; it was full 
of fear and full of the glory of God. 
It was, at that moment of his 
experience, the most holy of all 
places. That is why those words 
came to me. That tiny chapel is all 
those things and | was given the 
great honour of being allowed to 
experience it. 


| look forward to our 1995 venture 
with excitement and trepidation. Of 
all places ever, this must be the 
place where Jews and Christians 
may be able to meet in 
reconciliation and healing. 


‘"...eyn zeh ki im bet elohim v'zeh 
sha’ar hashmayim..' “...this is none 
other than the house of God and 
this is the gate of heaven.’ 

That seems to me to say it all... 


Rabbi David L Freeman 


any people try to define a 
CAMEO, but really it is part 
of a journey. A journey to 
cross barriers which have been 
put up by countless people. The 


‘Sexuality Matters’ CAMEO held at 


Cuddesdon House in early 
October, and run by the Toc H 
Birmingham CAMEO 
Development Group, was an 
attempt to address society's 
attitudes to people who do not 
conform to our usual concept of 
the ‘norm’. 


One fifth of our number were, by 
their own terminology, ‘gay’ and 
this subject was to occupy most 
of the weekend. 


We were a mixed bunch in every 
sense, brought together through a 
variety of reasons. The main one 
was to take a break from our 
normal lives! The most difficult 
part of this CAMEO was when we 
had to ‘role play’ and all credit 
must go to our facilitators, David 


‘Harry’ Harrison and Simon 
Cottingham, for the way in which 
they handled our varied emotions. 


We were able to talk it through 
afterwards, and even to laugh 
about our experiences. 


| came away from the weekend 
having enjoyed the opportunity of 
meeting people and sharing such 
an intense experience. | had 
moved one more step along the 
road that is my personal 
journey... 

Lyn Park 


have literally just returned 
from my first Toc H 
CAMEO, and would like to 
share with everyone the wonderful 
experience. To me, it was Toc H 
at it best. 


On Friday evening 11 people met, 
most of us strangers to each other 
- yet within minutes of our arrival 


Cuddesdon House was ringing 
with laughter. The subject for the 
weekend was ‘Sexuality’, an 
emotive subject at the best of 


times; yet here we were, people of 


different sexual orientations and 
ages, ready, though nervous, to 
spend the weekend discussing 
sexuality. 


he sharing, giving, caring 

and loving, even tears as 

well as laughter, well and 
truly covered the Four Points of 
the Compass. 


| would like to thank Simon and 
David and others for all the 
preparation they put in to make 
this weekend possible. | also 
thank God for creating ‘the good 
thing thus begun’ - Toc H with all 
its teachings - it's unique. 


To all, do join a CAMEO if you 
can, you will gain so much. 


Betty Wood E 
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Cliff Newman and Dei Hughes are 
the North Wales staff team whose 
brief is to work in the four Methods. 
They spoke to Ruth Boyd about 
their work for Toc H. 


Dei: We meet monthly as a team with 
North Wales and North West Regional 
Chairman, Cyril Carrier, and see our 
team as comprising Cyril, Gwilym 
Edwards and the two District Chairs. 
We get a tremendous amount of 
support from the Region, and feel that 
this is the important unit. 


We will have done four week-long 
projects together this year. One, a 
CAMEO with some conservation work, 
one looking after children, one a project 
with the National Trust and, finally, a 
tree-planting project this winter. We 
are planning more weekend events. A 
weekend is ideal for CAMEOs and we 
are running one at Bangor University 
next month about the Criminal Justice 
Act. We would also like to involve our 
three Friendship Circles in CAMEOs. 


While we are both based in North 
Wales, | also get involved in work in 
Cheshire. We have plans to link work 
inthe two areas by bringing distressed 
families on holiday to North Wales, 
which will provide an important link 
between what is happening here - the 
support that is available - with the 
ground work that is happening in 
Cheshire. 


The Families Under Pressure group 
was Started in Cheshire by two girls 
from Runcorn who came on a Drug 
Cameo in Creosor. They now have a 
group of about 23. 


Cliff: As a team we work well together 
because we have different skills. My 
background is in scounting and 
engineering and | am good at 
organising and networking. Dei has 
tremendous creative talents which | 
really admire. We meet at least once 
a week, and talk on the phone. Dei 
looks after Gwynedd and | look after 
Clwyd but we have got a lot of shared 
work. We can deputise for each other 
very successfully because we are 
sufficiently conversant with each 
other's work and have built up a strong 
relationship of mutual trust and 
support. 


Dei: One of my main achievements 
for Toc H in North Wales has been 
setting up three Friendship Circles. 
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Cliff 


One is at Holyhead and the others are 
at Porthmadog and Pwllheli. Then 
there is an Action Group at Criccieth, 
looking at vulnerable areas in the 
community. | visit them all on a regular 
basis. The one at Holyhead is 
particularly well run. It's in an Enterprise 
Centre and it is a very genuine self- 
help group. The one in Pwllheli has 
got Social Services and Health Service 
input, because they fund the renting of 
the building and put in referrals. The 
one in Porthmadog is probably the 
freer of them all, in the sense that 
there is no referral and no assistance. 


The Friendship Circles are quite a few 
miles apart. | usually set aside 
Mondays and Fridays for visits. Our 
team meetings on Wednesdays are in 
Port Penrhyn. We also have groups 
meeting in the Students Union of the 
University of Wales in Bangor. One 
group took 60 children on holiday fora 
weekend recently, using Toc H tents. 
We visit schools - | gave a talk to every 
school in the whole of Gwynedd in the 
first year | came here - set up publicity 
displays depicting our work and left 
them at each school for three weeks. 


Cliff: | have been doing work with 
colleges and youth clubs in Gwynedd, 
with the aim of getting young people 
on projects and CAMEOs and 
developing TAG groups. 


My brief is to develop Toc H methods 
in Clwyd. Thatis, from Bangor following 
the North Wales coast to the other 
side of Prestatyn - with some slippage 
towards Buckley, Wrexham and Mold. 
At the moment it’s predominantly 
networking, but there is some positive 
work coming out of that. Networking is 
making contact with other 
organisations, other people - but it is 
starting to build into positive work now. 
The mental health users forums, both 
in Aberconwy and in Colwyn Bay, are 
very keen on establishing FCs and it 
looks as though we could be starting 
circles in Llandudno, Llanrwst and in 
Colwyn Bay. 


There are still problems with mobility 
access within the borough of Colwyn 
Bay. | will be running a CAMEO there 
in the New Year, for people with 
mobility problems, planners, 
architects, shop keepers - bringing 
them all together to discuss the issue 
and see where we can go from there. 


It's going to need support from all the 
local members if the things that | have 
been working on start to come to 
fruition - and it looks as if they are all 
going to gel together. | have an affinity 
with the branches in Colwyn Bay and 
Llandudno and | try to go to their 
branch meetings at least once a 
fortnight in my own time.When | come 
into membership my inclination is to 
join one of those branches rather than 
Central Branch. | want to be an active 
member. 


I'm an Assistant Commissioner in 
Scouting - my role now is training 
other adults. I've been a scout leader 
for 20-odd years. | still have some 
involvement with young people and 
am able to lead parties in the water 
and on the hills. | would like to set up 
groups of young people in particular 
areas to look at issues of vulnerability 
and make decisions about what they, 
as young people, can do about them. 


When this interview is published, | will 
have served less than a year as a 
member of staff. It was the values that 
Toc H stands for that attracted me to 
it. They echoed my own. 


Toc H challenges you to expose 
yourself to experiences that you have 
never had before. It can be painful. 


o AT ee — 


iWstiy co the British think 

black cats are lucky 

when everyone else 
thinks the opposite? Is it true 
that Germans make everything 
difficult for themselves? And is 
Belgium really as boring at its 
national dish - french fries? 
Stereotypes and differences 
between nations were major 
themes of the International 
Project held at Talbot House in 
August. 


A few months ago | unexpectedly 
struck a new source of inspiration 
for the fourth International Project 
theme, when | met Richard Hill at 
a lecture in my old school in 
Brugge. He spoke of his book ‘We 
Europeans’, in which he relates 
personal views on different 
European countries, and 
dismantles generalisations and 
stereotypes. | told him about 

Toc H, our work at Talbot House 
and International Projects. He 
invited me to use some of the 
material from his book for the next 
project, which proved an excellent 
idea. 

Inspired by a few lighthearted 
exercises, based on We 
Europeans, the project group 
embarked on long discussions 
about stereotypes and prejudice. 
Is Belgium really just chocolates, 
chips and beer? Are British chefs 
really as bad as we are led to 
believe? Are Germans really over 
meticulous and brash? These are 
just a few of the questions we - 
four British, two Belgians and one 
German - tried to answer. 


nternationally mixed 

groups never cease to 

surprise me. The first 
evening we were caught up in an 
unprepared and lively discussion 
on Europe, politics, national 
jokes.... So much eagerness | had 
not expected. | just hoped they 
would not consume it all at once, 


but leave some for the rest of the 
week and for the work at the Pool 
of Peace. | needn't have worried. 


The work started the next day. We 
had to clear the paths around the 
pool, re-strengthen the steps built 
last year and clean the 
commemorative stones. As usual, 
the KMI (our national 
meteorological institute) had been 
wrong and we had to work under 
a burning sun. Nevertheless, 
energy levels were high and we 
shifted a lot of work and gallons of 


water! 

A Peace. Even if we hadn't 

purposely made this a 

central theme of the project, it 
would have been a difficult subject 
to avoid. In this area we are 
constantly reminded of past 
conflict. Staying at Talbot House, 
working at the Pool of Peace - a 
mine-crater, the many cemeteries 
and memorials.... And then there 
are today’s conflicts that come to 
us daily through television and 
newspapers. Being with people 
from different countries brings all 
this even closer home. 


nd then there was War and 


There is something quite unique 
about visiting the battlefields of 
leper with an international group. 
To do it accompanied by Germans 
can seem difficult, risky even. And 
it may well be. But it is not meant 
to be easy and we learn from it 


fOW One Another is Not Difficult 


too. Later when we sat down in 
the Upper Room and listened to 
everyone's thoughts and feelings 
of the day, we found that 
nationality did not matter. Our 
feelings were the same. ‘| have 
now seen what war can do’, one 
of the volunteers said. ‘It was 
important that we saw this. And 
that we did it together.’ 


The project was not all hard work 
and serious discussion though. 
We had a good day out in Brugge. 
We visited Albert Ghekiere and 
the Peace Carillon in Messines. 
And on Saturday the Tubby’s 
Poperinge Group organised a 
barbecue for us in the garden. 
Thank you An, Isabel and the 
others, it was excellent. 


Each evening, we spent time in 
the Upper Room looking back on 
the day, sharing thoughts and 
feelings. Some things stick in my 
mind: remarks of volunteers, 
fragments of songs we listened 
ton 


ut there is no better way to 

summarise the week than 

this: To conquer hate 
would be to end the strife of all the 
ages, but for men to know one 
another is not difficult, and it is 
half the battle. Let's keep it in 
mind. 


Martine Boone E 

We Europeans by Richard Hill, 
Europublications, Brussels 1993. 
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he Friedensdorf (Peace 

Village) is situated in 

Duisburg near Dusseldorf 
and is an extraordinary 
achievement. Children from 
trouble-spots all around the world, 
too seriously injured to be treated 
adequately in their own countries, 
are flown to Germany where they 
are given specialist medical 
attention. They are then taken to 
the Friedensdorf for a period of 
rehabilitation before being sent 
back to their homes, assuming it 
is safe to return. Many of these 
children have horrific injuries - 
often with missing limbs through 
being the innocent target of anti- 
personnel mines. 


The Muenster group first visited 
the Peace Village in May, with a 
wish to get involved with helping 


the children there. We went back 
in late August to take 29 children 
out for the day. At that time 66 
children were resident. 


Our party comprised members of 
the Muenster group, nurses and 
helpers from the Friedensdorf and 
the group of children, who were 
aged between 4 and 12, from 
Rwanda, Vietnam, Afghanistan 
and Romania. !t was an 
extraordinary experience. We took 
them to Dortsmund zoo for the 
day and we learned more from 
one outing about the generosity of 
the human spirit than words can 
ever explain. 


e were intensely moved by 

the presence of a group of 

children who showed more 
love, compassion and friendship 


for each other than | have ever 
experienced before. Children who 
had been maimed in their legs 
were helping to push others in 
wheelchairs, despite the handicap 
of their own terrible injuries. Older 
children carried the younger ones. 
We could only afford to buy one 
glass of coca cola between two 
and were deeply touched by their 
anxiety to share fairly - sucha 
change from the grabbing with 
which we were all too familiar. It 
was quite devastating for the 

Toc H group to witness first-hand 
the tragic results of human 
conflict, when normally we can 
distance ourselves from such an 
experience and restrict it to a 
more detached concern through 
television images. It was right 
there with us, never to be 
forgotten. 


ust three days after the 

Friedensdorf zoo visit, we 

packed our mini bus for a 
week at Talbot House, travelling 
nearly 1500 miles for the round 
trip. This was for the third in our 
series of CAMEOs in the Cost of 
Conflict series. The group of eight 
included an ex-soldier who is now 
an evangelist with the British 
Forces, two female German 
students, a Londoner of Nigerian 
descent, a nurse and a school 
teacher from Wales, a pensioner 
who had served during the 
Second World War and spent 
several years as a POW, and me. 


The theme for the week was The 
Poets, The Pulpit and Peace. As 
well as the usual tour of the 


battlefields, cemeteries and 
museums, there was a day 
together in the beautiful city of 
Brugge and a day in Paris. 


During our sessions at Talbot 
House we considered the First 
World War as seen through the 
eyes of some of the war poets, 
before going on to discuss conflict 
and religion and the role played by 
the Upper Room in particular, and 
chaplains in the military in 
general. 


The final group session focused 
on the concept of peace and gave 
each member an opportunity to 
discuss their experience of the 
week and to look at it in the 


context of their own lives, views 
and attitudes towards others. 


W.W | e were particularly grateful 

TATA to the Revd Nei! Llewellyn, 
EAA without whom the three 
Anglo/German CAMEOs could not 
have taken place. The 
considerable success of all three 
ventures was significantly due to 
his input. He will be greatly 
missed when he leaves us at the 
end of this year. 


Terry Brown 
Development Officer, 
Muenster, Germany 


Your 


Letters 
A Personal Tribute to Bob Knight 


| would like to tell you about someone who 
possessed ail the qualities we look for in Toc H, 

and more. This letter is written some time after Bob’s 
death, but the delay is because it is sometimes very 
hard to put into words what someone, who has met 
you on the journey of life, has meant in your own 
spiritual discovery. 


Bob was one of the few people who challenged you 
as soon as he spoke. His words just made you think 
of the deep meaning of life. The last time that we 
met, he came to a Summer School at Alison House 
and immediately moved us all into quiet and deep 
meditation. But the very first time that | met him, 
again at Alison House, was nearly 30 years ago - at 
a quiet weekend . His voice immediately quietened 
me - and anyone in our Movement who knows me, 
knows that this was quite an achievement! 


And | still smile when | recall how | fell asleep in one 
session.... This was partly because of antl-histamine 
tablets, but others will agree that he just had that sort 
of restful voice, so effective on his relaxation tapes. 
On this first occasion | was vexed, because | had 
recognised straight away that what he had to say 
was So instructive and encouraged you on your own 
Spiritual journey. | regretted missing some of his 
words. His thoughts, recorded in An Honest Test and 
also in that gem, Yours is the Glory, must have 
helped many. 


But Bob never neglected the pastoral side of his 
ministry. As National Padre, he cared passionately 
for all he met and sometimes worked himself to a 
standstill. | personally owe him a tremendous debt 
for helping me through a dark valley. We all have 
them. He had a gift of discernment and saw peoples’ 
needs. | well remember him insisting that | cancel my 
lift to Derby so that he could draw me to talk a 
problem out, and later phoned me long distance to 
see how | was faring. | know that | wasn't alone in 
receiving such care. 


We have lost a great friend in the Movement. He 
gave us much, both at National and local level. May 
Margery be comforted, as we show our appreciation 
and love for all he meant - to so very many of us. 


Betty Blower 
Regional Secretary, West Midlands and South Wales 
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A Down-to-Earth Christic: 


| was most upset to note the passing of Bob Knighi. 
In 1964 my wife, Esther, and | had to return to the UK 
for two years and | joined Burnham and Highbridge 
Branch. In 1965 | went to Dor Knap for a ‘Use of 
Tape Recorders in Toc H' weekend and Bob was one 
of the Toc H personalities there. | found him to be a 
most likeable and pleasant gentleman, who j 
impressed me greatly. His down-to-earth Christian 
attitude appealed to me and | know that Toc H will 
miss him greatly. His Light must surely shine so 


brightly on so many people. 
Harold Clay 


Mandurah, Western Australia 


The Warmth of Alison House 


Members of the Melton and Charnwood District of 
Toc H have recently shared a holiday of fellowship 
and fun at Alison House in Derbyshire. 


| am sure that everyone in our party would wish to 
express a big thank you to Bill and Dorothy Pepper 
and all their support staff for the high standard of 
comfort and tasteful catering now provided, and 
particularly for the care shown to each individual. 
Comment was made on how well the grounds 
looked, and no doubt another thank you is due to the 
garden week volunteers for all their efforts. 


The warmth of welcome at the House is as strong as 
ever and we look forward to our next visit. 


Don Cullen 
Melton Mowbray 


Well Done Cleveland! 


| would like to congratulate all members and staff 
involved in the recent Cleveland Publicity Week and 
the Cleveland issue of Point three. 


| have heard nothing but good of the whole event. In 
the course of one week - which included a publicity 
exhibition, a radio interview, fashion show and music 
evening, among many, many attractions - Toc H 
touched thousands of people. Counting the dozens of 
names and addresses in the exhibition visitor's book, 
those branches wondering how to attract new 
members need look no further than the North-East 
experience! 


Once more, many congratulations to all concerned. 


Stuart Wroe 
PR & Appeals Officer, Division One 
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+ if 2 i ! . 
vy omenis <2 Driving Seat Woodwick House and Alison Macfie 
My wife and | nave enjoyed the series on the 
ordination of women priests in the Church of England 
and the continuing correspondence on the subject. 
While respecting the views of the writers, we have 
not always agreed with them. It set us thinking about 
how important the role of women has assumed in 
every walk of life, so why not the church? Let us 
share with readers the following examples: 


From March 1940 until the end of the war, Woodwick 
House, in the parish of Evie, Orkney, was a 
convalescent and rest home, founded by the Pilgrim 
Trust and run by Toc H under the supervision of the 
warden, Miss Alison Macfie. Currently, | am 
researching Toc H's connection with Orkney during 
the Second World War and would like to hear from 
anyone who worked at Woodwick House during this 
Diary of Recent Events period, who knew Alison ‘Mac’ Macfie, or who can 
“Re give any information about this ‘home from home’ to 
Monday: Visited doctor, lady on duty, excellent so ane members of the armed forces in their time 
listener, helpful, and plenty of good advice given. of need. Any piece of information, such as an 


Tuesday: Went for meal; lady chef, ten out of ten, amusing anecdote, or a photograph taken at 
most enjoyable and highly recommended. Pleasant | Woodwick House during the war, would be much 
waitress too. appreciated. All contributors will receive a copy of the 


Wednesday: Went shopping in Manchester. Every results ey eee 


shop we visited served by female assistants. Went 
on the metro tram, lady driver - smooth journey. 


Peter G Russell 

18 Iverhurst Close 
Bexleyheath, Kent DA6 8HY 
Thursday: Read in local paper an interesting article 
by our M.P. (another woman) - very active and busy 
person. Could be in office for next 11 years - just as 
a certain woman occupied No.10 for that length of 
time. (Like it or not, she did!) 


Friday: Went on local bus, double decker, young Changing the Ceremony of Light 
lady driver. She handled the bus as if she had been 
born on one. In response to Nell Tracey's letter, Point three, June, 

surely the words in the Ceremony of Light do not just 
Saturday: Went on coach trip to Llandudno - the refer to the men and women who gave their lives in 
lady partner of the firm was driving. the wars? When we refer to our elder brethren, we 
Sunday: Visited our local Anglican church. My wife also think of our friends and people who have left 
and | took communion from a woman priest - the first their mark on the world, whom we love and respect. 
experience, we hope, of many to come. 

After the words ‘Let us remember our elder brethren’, 


Going to bed now with a good book - stories of the word ‘especially’ is included, to also remember. 


famous women - Florence Nightingale, Odette 


Churchill, Mother Theresa, Emily Pankhurst.... Today, as in the 1920s, the words mean as much 


Last night, troubled with toothache - went to my now as then. The words are not belligerent in any 
dentist, only to find he was on holiday. Saw one of form, but a form of remembrance to all our friends. | 
his partners - sat in the chair - Oh dear, a lady sincerely hope that the person who has been given 
dentist. She was superb, must make another the honour of taking Light does not mumble the 
appointment to see her again soon. words, but gives them expression and true meaning. 


Outside there had been a road accident. Nothing too 
serious, but the ambulance arrived - with a lady 
driver and a paramedic; yes, another female. 


Nell ends by saying, ‘Surely we have grown out of 
these sentiments’. Have we grown so hard hearted 
that we do not wish to remember our friends and 
Back in the car and a police officer (a young lady) spend a few minutes with them again. It would be a 
controlling the traffic. sad world if this were true. 


Knock at the front door, yet another young lady, in 
her very smart post-office uniform. Nice smile, too, 
as she handed me a packet containing my copy of 
Point three - well worth reading. Edited by a lady! 


Leo Tucker 
Melbourne, Australia 


Alan and Isabe! Clarkson 
Cheadle Hulme 


BRANCH NEWS 


Merseyside District held a Conference at Southport 
on the lovely, sunny, day of Saturday 17 October. All 
Branches were represented and visitors came from St 
Anne's on Sea, Oldham and Stockport. Our speaker 
was National Development Officer for Friendship 
Circles, David Hill. We all found his talk about Friendship 
Circles both inspiring and absorbing and he has made 
us seriously think about starting a Circle. The 
Conference was held at Southbank Road Methodist 
Church and a delicious lunch was prepared by the 
ladies of the church. The raffle and bring-and-buy stall 
were well supported and it was a very pleasant and 
thought-provoking day. 


Volunteers at South Devon District Task Force Week 
held a Toc H awareness day at Teignmouth. Flanagan 
(far left), complete with Toc H tee-shirt, is the Irish 
wolfhound belonging to Development Officer, Penelope 
Bayley. He was quite a crowd-puller! 


Mrs Irene Geary, founder member of Hemel 
Hempstead Women’s Branch, was joined by other 
members when they celebrated their 60th anniversary 
in August with a meal atthe Marchmont Arms. Although 
small in numbers now, members still serve tea at the 
local Blind Club meetings and arrangements are in 
hand for the annual visit of a coach party of elderly 
people from Hackney. 
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The Toc H Publicity Week inCie 4d 


In September, Toc H members an f launci. >a 
publicity campaign on unsuspectin< ‘nembers of the 
general publicin Cleveland. A whole range of activities, 
events were organised to promote our work, and the 
name of Toc H generally in the local area, and to bring 


people together. 


Events included a large photographic display in 
Cleveland's busiest shopping centre, ‘manned’ each 
day by an enthusiastic group of Toc H members, staff 
and volunteers from around the North East. Toc H also 
welcomed Jamie Farrington from Deerbolt Young 
Offenders Institute, who acted as our link person 


throughout the week. 


A Fashion Show to advertise the Toc H charity shop 
brought together project volunteers and teenagers 
from the local area. A buffet reception introduced 
various organisations and individuals who share an 
interest inthe local community, and we were particularly 
delighted to have the company of former policeman 
Ken Moss, who become involved with Toc H through 
projects only recently. 


Director Mike Lyddiard and National Cameo 
Development Officer David Harrison were able to join 
us for part of the week. Mike was given a busy schedule, 
which included attending a musical evening and being 
interviewed live on BBC Radio Cleveland. David was 
the guest speaker at a specially arranged CAMEO 
evening, which looked at the issues around 
Homelessness. 


Was the week a success? Well we certainly promoted 
ourselves as much as possible. New leaflets were 
produced to grab local attention and, as readers of 
Point three will already know, we arranged to have a 
special Cleveland issue, which was of great interest to 
people living in Cleveland. Local press promoted 
Toc H on at least five separate occasions, several 
newcomers were welcomed at different events and we 
collected numerous names and addresses from people 
who visited our stand in the shopping centre. But this 
was only the beginning... 

Susan Huddlestone 


ppop 
àl: 


Members of Uckfield Joint Branch man two stalls - a 
coconut shy and a ball game - at the annual August 
Bank Holiday Hospital Fete. They also putup yards and 
yards of bunting. The photograph shows Ron French 
drawing the crowds. 

= eee 


Following an interesting talk given by Mrs Mary Thomas, 
members and friends of Newcastle-under-Lyme 
Branch have decided to ‘adopt’ the North Staffs 
Adventure Playground for the Handicapped as one of 
their projects. The Playground, which has a small paid 
staff, relies tremendously on outside help. 


Robin Fryer, amember of Hazel Grove Branch, writes: 
‘On Remembrance Sunday, a 1917 J C Dolman print, 
depicting Christ looking over the battlefield of Flanders, 
will be placed in the Upper Room at Talbot House in 
memory of four men who died almost 80 years ago, 
who have no known grave, but are still remembered. 
Their names are inscribed on a plaque which will be 
placed beneath the picture.’ 


A be NSN 4 Ñ - s 

Fred Davis, a member of Swindon and Wroughton 
Joint Branch, would like to thank his local Toc H 
friends for supplying him with a trike frame, which he is 
finding very useful following his recent knee surgery. 
Fred is making slow progress and regrets that he will 
Not be able to attend Council in November. 


> Bg ~~ Sepi 


Frank and Wyn Howlett, (right), both aged 84, are 
former members of Tayforth District which sadly 
recently closed. Frank and Wyn joined Toc H in the 
1950s and have both held all the offices in their 
respective branches, They were joint wardens in BAOR 
for two and a half years and then at Alison House for six 
years until 1979. Frank and Wyn will retain their interest 
in Toc H by becoming Builders. 


A warm welcome awaits visitors to Talbot House! Staff 
members (left to right), Martine, Lena, Michel, Ann 
Willis (Honorary Warden), Miriam and Jacques. 


Gladys Stephens has 
retired after 20 years 
of helping to keep 
Toc H HQ clean and 
tidy. Gladys was 
presented with awatch 
and floral arrangement 
when she was guest 
of honour at a special 
buffet lunch. 


Toc H has been a full member of the Women's National 
Commission for 25 years. Our current representative is 
CEC member Mrs Jean Whiteman. The WNC started 
in response ta a UN resolution and pursues the interests 
of women through international organisations. The key 
theme of its 25th anniversary year are preparations for 
the fourth annual UN World Conference on Women 
which will be held in Beijing in 1995, and the European 
Regional Conference in Austria this autumn. 
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eptember began with meetings of the Equal 
Opportunities Group and the Central 

Executive Committee. | was back at my desk 
in Wendover for just one day before setting off into 
the wilds of the north west, at the invitation of the 
Regiona! Chairman, Cyril Carrier. 


| soon found out what | was letting myself in for! That 
evening | was to meet members of the Shavington 
Branch and to give a talk. On Wednesday | was to be 
a guest at the Liverpoo! Lunch Club, and on 
Thursday | would meet the Stockport Branch. 


| thoroughly enjoyed meeting so many committed 
people who still hold Toc H dear and desperately 
want to see the Movement prosper. My visit to the 
North West was brief, but full, and | was, yet again, 
impressed by the dedication of members. | also 
came away with the mud of ‘Claytonfield’ on my 
shoes and | would like to share with readers what | 
gleaned about this remarkable project. 
A Cheshire countryside; Claytonfield is very 
close to the Macclesfield Canal and the land 
where once ran the Macclesfield. Bollington and 
Marple branch line has been allowed to return to 


nature, and has now become a nature reserve 
known as the Middiewood Way. 


dlington is a place of natural beauty in the 


In 1924 members of Stockport Branch obtained the 
use of three and a half acres of pasture land in 
Adlington. The field was used as a campsite for 
Toc H organised groups and was so popular that, in 
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1928, the land was purchased so that the site could 
be better developed. 


Over the years two large huts were erected, to 
provide both sleeping accommodation and a dining 
area, and a separate ablutions block was added with 
WCs and washbasins. 


As is so often the way, the site fell into disuse and 
the huts deteriorated. However, during the past three 
years, Branch members have been very active in 
raising funds for renovating the huts and have 
purchased a third hut, which has been partitioned to 
provide dormitory accommodation for mixed parties. 
This new hut, combined with the renovated old 
dormitory hut, will provide adequate accommodation 


for 16 Project participants. 
T repaired and painted and, believe it or not, 
much of the work was carried out by Branch 
members and their families. When the average age 
of the members is over 75, this is no mean feat, and 
there is photographic evidence of white-coated 
members on step ladders, busily painting. 


he dining hut has been fully insulated, 


Claytonfield has had a new lease of life and will be 
fully ready for use during 1995 and, during this 
autumn, it is available for day visitors. The North 
West and North Wales Region see the rebirth of 
Claytonfield as an asset to the Region which can 
serve the Movement as a whole, and will welcome 
enquiries and referrals. 

Stewart Casimir E 
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The Tukoy Clayton Fund 


since the formation of the Tubby C 

following the death of our Pounda ee ee 
the Trustees have been able to Support many men 
and women of all Christian denominations in their 
training for full-time ministry with the Church The 
are almost always mature students with families ard 
have entered training after some other career All 
too many families have financial anxiety and even 
hardship at a time when their energies need to be 
directed to their training. By making a grant of up to 
£600 a year, the Tubby Clayton Fundis able to help 
a little. 


Sadly, that help may end very soon. Weare grateful 
for the donations we receive from Tac H Members 
and Branches throughout the country, but for the 
past few years the Trustees have relied on an 
annual grant of £3000 from the Moorgate Trust, and 
this has now ceased. This means quite simply that 
the days of the Tubby Clayton Fund are numbered. 
On the basis of our current income, we shall only be 
able to continue our work for another two to three 
years. 


If thatis to be the case, then the Trustees accept that 
their task is to continue its work for as long as the 


We regret to announce the death of the following members 


In June - Nancy M Lawes (Woking) 


In August - Thomas Ashley (Brandon) 

Leslie Barton (Hoveton & Wroxham) 
Alfred ‘Reg’ Smith { Springfields District) 
In September - E Joan Bell (late Bromley) 

Edna M Cook (Grays) 

Andrew Huggan (Jedburgh) 

Caroline M Kewn (E C & Tower Hill) 
Geoffrey D Leonard (late Kennington) 
Annie ‘Cissie’ Scoins (Nottingham) 
Winifred F A ‘Tessie’ Tester (Brighton) 
W Stanley Whitehead (Marches District) 


Not previously recorded - 
Stanley P Hollingworth (late Sandwell) 
John W Roberts (Leicester District) 
Horace B Searle (London District ) 
John A Smith (Late Sandwell) 
Ethel Stewart (Tayforth District) 


It is with regret that Southport Branch report the death of Alfred (Reg) 
Smith on 29 August at the age of 70. He was a member of Carshalton 
Branch for 30 years, until its closure, and moved to Southport on the 
death of his mother. A regular attender at our meetings, Reg joined in all 
our activities to the best of his ability, despite being confined to a 


wheelchair. We will miss his cheerfulness and friendship. T 


money is available. When the money is spent they 


will cheerfully look back over 20 years' work, give 
thanks and retire gracefully. 


But you may have other thoughts. You can help our 
work to carry on by: 


* giving a donation 

giving the collection from your annual service 
of rededication 

making a special collection through your local 
church 

donating the proceeds of a fund-raising event 
making a personal gift 


* 


Any way you can help will enable the Tubby Clayton 
Fund to carry on its work of supporting those in 
training forthe ministry, both through financial support 
and through prayer. 


Mrs Betty Cornick 
Chairman of the Trustees 


(Please make your donation cheque payable to the 
Tubby Clayton Fund and send it to Toc H 
Headquarters. Thank you.) 


JohnH W Forbes, whodied in July, became involved with the Chippenham 
and Swindon Districts in 1970 as a member of the Western Region 
Toc H staff, working from Bath until he was seconded to Poperinge in 
1977. He visited the Districts regularly and his support was widely 
appreciated. He was a member of the Society of Friends and, from time 
to time as | travelled to functions with him, he conveyed to me something 
of the depth of the Quaker concern for current world problems. Early in 
our acquaintance he invited my wife Sheila and me ta Bath and took us 
on a tour of the city - a day which we have never forgotten. In 1973 he 
joined lan Frazer on a visit to the Isle of Lewis in the Outer Hebrides 
and brought some 12 of theisland's children back to the South of England 
with him. The Swindon members still remember with pleasure John 
bringing them to the District for a trip around the town and a visit’ 
to Savernake Forest, (where they were impressed by trees, since 
they came from an almost tree-less island). When we visited the Outer 
Hebrides in 1986 we met people there who still remembered John with 
affection. DVP 


Stan Whitehead died at his home in Shropshire in September. A retired 
civil engineer, Stan had long been a Toc H member and supporter of 
Birmingham Outward Group and the Colsterdale Centre, where he 
became warden in the mid- 1970s. He was better known in the Masham 
area {for his market stalls, where he sold a range of new and antique DIY 
tools and implements. While retaining his home in Bucknell, Stan had a 
house in Ripon which he shared with students studying at Ripon College. 
He was a lover of the outdoors and frequently took to the hills. He was 
a cheery character, who will undoubtedly be remembered by past users 
af the Colsterdale Centre. JD 


Members of Newcastle, Staffs, Toc H Branch feel a natural sadness over 
the death of Doreen Millington in June. She was our youngest member 
and had not enjoyed good health for many years. Though physically 
unable to attend meetings, Doreen gave generously and faithfully to 
Branch funds, thereby supporting jobs and projects undertaken by other 
members. We give thanks for all that she achieved and particularly for her 
victories, large and small, after cancer was diagnosed two years ago. 

JB 
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Saturday 17 December 1994 at 2.30 pm 


Further details from: 
Connie Pring, 39 Princes Plain, Bromley Common, 
Kent BR2 8LH. 
Tel: 081 462 8164 (after 7pm). 


Cuddesdon Vigil 


A World Chain of Light vigil will be held at Cuddesdon House 
from 6.30pm Sunday 11 December to 9pm Monday 12 December. 


Our theme this year will be Peace in Our Time and the speaker 
will be Patricia Pulham, one of the co-Chairs of Christian CND. 


You are welcome to join us for part or all of the vigil. 


For further details please contact: 
John Mitchell, 94 Burcott Lane, Bierton, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP22 5AS. Tel: 0296 435929 


Human rights, civil rights, personal rights. What are 
they? Where do they come from? Rights against 
whom? Are they about basic justice or just special 
pleading? What is the difference between a need 
and a right? 


This Cameo will be an exploration of Rights, with 
special consideration of the ‘Rights’ of disabled 
people and of the elderly. Our thinking will be led by 
Dr Stephen Guest of University College, London. 


Most participants will come from the Oxford area but 
a few places are available for others. Cost £35 (£20 
for unwaged). 


Further details from: John Mitchell, 94 Burcott Lane, 
Bierton, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 5AS. 


Give asmile for Christmas with Christian Crackers! 
A gift for less than £1. Just 95p each or the set of 
ten booklets for £9. Available from your local 
Christian Bookshop or send to: 


Norheimsund Books and Cards, 
1 Whitney Road, 
Burton Latimer, 
Kettering, Northants NN15 5SL 
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blished by Toc H. 1 Forest Close, Wendover 


H Carol JCI VICC c Ildio wS Church 


> Small advertisements mus! be received (with remittance) live weeks before Fal 
CID publication day, which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The charge is 10p a 
ward (minimum £1) plus VAT, to Point three Magazine. Rates of display advertisements can be obtained from 
the Editorial Office, Toc H Headquarters, 1 Foresi Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


Bucks HP22 6BT and printed by Partridge & L 


Each pack contains five cards (same design) 

3" x 5". Price £1 per pack. 

There are also two religious designs at 80p per pack of five. 
3" x 4", 

Christmas cards are available at South Western Regional 
venues or Central Council, and by post direct from Wendover 
- plus a contribution towards postage please! An order 
sheet illustrating all 14 designs was sent out in the 
September branch mailing. Further order sheets are 
available free of charge from Headquarters. 


As part of the 1995 Celebrations, Toc H will be running an 
Open Poetry Competition on the theme of The Human 
Spirit. We are delighted to have the support of the poet 
Jamie McKendrick in this venture. Jamie will judge the 
competition and present the prizes during the afternoon of 
Sunday 28 May ata Toc H Inter-Faith Festival at Cuddesdon 
House. Jamie will also be giving a reading from his own 
published work. 


Weare hoping that this innovative project for the celebratory 
year will raise the profile of Toc H both nationally and 
locally. 


Further information and an application form for entry can 
be obtained from Jackie Bartlett or Ruth Boyd at 
Headquarters. 


The Toc H Thrift Shop, serving the community of St Hilda's 
in Middlesbrough, is in dire need of those small coloured 
plastic size collars which are found on the hangars of new 
clothes. Could you kindly send any you have to Mrs Edie 
Coltman, c/o Toc H Office, 1st Floor, Webb House, 
7 Zetland Road, Middlesbrough TS1 1EH. 


The Shop serves an area of real need in Middlesbrough 
and would welcome any offers of support. In particular 
goods would be welcomed, as would donations from 
Branches/Districts looking for an excellent Toc H 
member-led piece of community work to support. 


aC Meals of Tog Hy 1915 - akse 
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Sauce, 30 seplari 1995. - 44 30a am 
St Clement Dane’s Church, London 


followed by light refreshments at the 
Merchant Centre, New Street Square. 
Full details will be available in due course 


1 H Holiday House 
Accommodation for 5 plus cot. 
Open all year. 
Enquires Ron Gatiss - Tel: 0326 312689 


egg Ltd., Station Road, Gerrards Cross SL9 BES. Tel: (0753) 883991 


